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Course, Careers & Campus 
Information: 
 
 

  Dates to Diarise in Term 4 
• Year 12 VTAC late applications – 1 October to 1 November 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Reminder: VTAC 2025 Upcoming Key Dates   
 

VTAC Personal Statement Friday 6 December 2024 
ATARs Released Thursday 12 December 2024 

Change of Preference (CoP) closes Saturday 14 December 2024 
December Round Offers Monday 23 December 2024 

January Round International Offers Monday 6 January 2025 
January Round Domestic Offers Friday 10 January 2025 

February Offer Rounds  Tuesday 4 February 2025 onwards 
 

For a full list of cancelled, amended, and new courses, visit VTAC Course Updates. 
 

The VTAC website is www.vtac.edu.au 

 
 

http://www.vtac.edu.au/courses-inst/courseupdates.html
http://www.vtac.edu.au/


 

 News from the University of Melbourne 
 Satisfy Subject Prerequisites 

Besides completing prerequisite subjects through the VCE, students can also satisfy subject 
prerequisites by taking a couple of alternative studies or tests.  Students might choose to 
study a single subject through the University of Melbourne’s Community Access Program 
(CAP), or study the Diploma in General Studies.   
 
Click here for more information - Satisfy Subject Prerequisites.  
 
 New Guaranteed Pathways for Bachelor of Design Students 

Starting in 2025, all University of Melbourne Bachelor of Design graduates who continue 
into a Melbourne School of Design graduate program will have guaranteed entry—no 
portfolio or personal statement required.  
 
To qualify, students must: 
 
1.     Achieve a minimum 65% WAM in the Bachelor of Design. 
2.     Complete the corresponding major for their preferred Master’s program.  
         
Examples include: 
 

·        Architecture major pathway into the Master of Architecture 
·        Construction major pathway into the Master of Construction Management 
·        Landscape Architecture major pathway into the Master of Landscape Architecture 
·        Property major pathway into the Master of Property 
·        Urban Planning major pathway into the Master of Urban Planning. 
 
Find out more at Guaranteed and Flexible Undergraduate to Graduate Degree Pathways 

 

 Career in Economics 
What does a career in economics actually look like?  Whether you’re interested in 
government, private enterprise or social sciences, the world of economics is as vast as it is 
inspiring.   
 
The University of Queensland has a useful online resource for students interested in 
economics.  Students are encouraged to visit Economics Explored and watch a couple of 
interesting YouTube clips, read through some Q & A, and also some valuable insights. 
 
Economics is offered as a major and/or minor at most universities in Victoria.   

 

https://study.unimelb.edu.au/how-to-apply/single-subject-study
https://study.unimelb.edu.au/how-to-apply/single-subject-study
https://study.unimelb.edu.au/find/courses/undergraduate/diploma-in-general-studies/
https://study.unimelb.edu.au/how-to-apply/satisfy-subject-prerequisites
https://study.unimelb.edu.au/find/courses/undergraduate/bachelor-of-design/
https://study.unimelb.edu.au/study-with-us/guaranteed-undergraduate-to-graduate-study-pathways/flexible-degree-pathways?utm_content=2024_UG_CPAusNZ_Oct_CTA_Main_2&utm_medium=email&utm_source=cm&utm_campaign=S_Australia_2024_25_SA_FH_2025_AD_UP&sfid=701OY00000FuDEvYAN&hem=9a6d87d1ef2d168b56c18f01d15fbc5ed1f4061b33999dc30de9b8aed7626a8f&hem_type=1#navigation-abp
https://economics.uq.edu.au/study/school?utm_medium=email&utm_source=News-from-UQ&utm_campaign=economics-explored-2022


 

 Psychiatrists and Psychologists: What's the Difference? 
According to the Your Health in Mind website, there are three main differences between 
psychiatrists and psychologists: 

 

• Psychiatrists are medical doctors, psychologists are not. 
• Psychiatrists prescribe medication, psychologists can't. 
• Psychiatrists diagnose illness, manage treatment and provide a range of therapies for 

complex and serious mental illness.  
• Psychologists focus on providing psychotherapy (talk therapy) to help patients. 

 
It would seem many people get psychiatrists and psychologists confused with each other. 
Both psychiatrists and psychologists understand how the brain works, our emotions, 
feelings and thoughts.  Both can treat mental illness with psychological treatments (talking 
therapies). 
 
However, psychiatrists attend medical school and become medical doctors before doing 
specialist training in mental health – with up to 11 years of training.  As they are doctors, 
psychiatrists understand the links between mental and physical problems, and they can also 
prescribe medications. 
 
Further information can be found at Your Health in Mind. 
 

 
 

 Studying the Doctor of Medicine at Deakin 
Deakin is one of three universities in Victoria offering postgraduate medicine.  Based at the 
Waurn Ponds campus, this 4-year course has a unique focus on rural and regional medicine, 
Indigenous Health, the development of human capabilities and service to marginalised 
communities.   
 
There are three entry streams available for applicants: General Entry Stream, Rural Training 
Stream, and the Indigenous Entry Stream.  
 
The first two years of the Doctor of Medicine include face-to-face learning activities at 
Waurn Ponds (Geelong).  In years one and two, students learn in simulated clinical 
environments and dedicated medical sciences teaching spaces, along with small group 
learning sessions.  Teaching activities are conducted both online and face-to-face.  Students 
are also exposed to clinical experiences from early in the course, through placements with 
healthcare providers. 

https://www.yourhealthinmind.org/psychiatry-explained/psychiatrists-and-psychologists


 
During years three and four students will undergo intensive clinical training within health 
services attached to one of Deakin’s clinical schools: the Rural Community Clinical 
School, Ballarat, Warrnambool, Geelong or Eastern Health.  Students get to conduct their 
learning in the clinical environment, guided by experienced staff associated with the clinical 
schools. 
 
Browse Doctor of Medicine at Deakin to find out more. 

 
 

 

 Snapshot of The Hotel School – Melbourne in 2024 
• The Hotel School delivers Southern Cross University courses and is the only hotel 

school in Australia formed through a unique partnership between a public university 
and a global hotel investment group. 

• Southern Cross University ranks in the top 300 Shanghai Ranking's Global Ranking of 
Academic Subjects in the area of Hospitality and Tourism Management. 

• The Hotel School Melbourne Campus is located in the heart of the CBD. 
• Students have access to a state-of-the-art learning hub with dedicated student 

spaces. 
• A number of courses are on offer, including –  

 Diploma of Hotel Management  
 Associate Degree of International Hotel and Tourism Management  
 Bachelor of Business in Hotel Management  
 Master of Business in Global Hotel Leadership 

• The Hotel School has over 1000 industry connections who provide an invaluable 
resource for internships and Work Integrated Learning as well as other activities to 
students. 

• The Hotel School offers a range of Student Support Services. 
• Internships make up an important part of the courses taught at The Hotel School  
• Students can learn more by participating in a virtual tour of the Melbourne Campus. 

 

https://www.deakin.edu.au/medicine/clinical-schools
https://www.deakin.edu.au/medicine/clinical-schools/rural-community-clinical-school
https://www.deakin.edu.au/medicine/clinical-schools/rural-community-clinical-school
https://www.deakin.edu.au/medicine/clinical-schools/ballarat-clinical-school
https://www.deakin.edu.au/medicine/clinical-schools/warrnambool-rural-clinical-school
https://www.deakin.edu.au/medicine/clinical-schools/geelong-clinical-school
https://www.deakin.edu.au/medicine/clinical-schools/eastern-health-clinical-school
https://www.deakin.edu.au/course/doctor-medicine
https://hotelschool.scu.edu.au/
https://www.scu.edu.au/
https://www.shanghairanking.com/rankings/gras/2023/RS0513
https://www.shanghairanking.com/rankings/gras/2023/RS0513
https://hotelschool.scu.edu.au/campuses/melbourne/
https://hotelschool.scu.edu.au/courses/
https://hotelschool.scu.edu.au/courses/diploma-of-hotel-management/
https://hotelschool.scu.edu.au/courses/associate-degree-of-international-hotel-and-tourism-management/
https://hotelschool.scu.edu.au/courses/bachelor-of-business-in-hotel-management/
https://hotelschool.scu.edu.au/courses/master-of-business-in-global-hotel-leadership/
https://hotelschool.scu.edu.au/our-advantage/our-industry-connections/
https://hotelschool.scu.edu.au/students/student-support/
https://hotelschool.scu.edu.au/our-advantage/internships/
https://hotelschool.scu.edu.au/virtualtour/melbourne/


       
 

Melbourne Polytechnic Drama and Theatre Arts Information Sessions 
October 22, 2024 
October 29, 2024 
Choosing a brand-new career path, knowing where to upgrade your skills or how to start 
doesn't need to be a decision you make alone. 
Hosted by teachers who can answer questions and offer advice on your chosen field, our 
information sessions help you make an informed decision around your study and career 
options. 
Find out more about the following course(s) at Melbourne Polytechnic: 

• Diploma of Live Production and Technical Services - Costume 
• Diploma of Live Production and Technical Services - Live Production 
• Diploma of Screen and Media - Specialist Make-Up Services 
• Diploma of Theatre Arts 

Find out more 
 

Defence Careers Information Sessions 
Melbourne: October 24, 2024 
Warrnambool: October 24, 2024 
Melbourne: November 6, 2024 
Consider a career like no other and represent Australia with pride in the Navy, Army or Air 
Force. 
Speak with current serving personnel at our upcoming info session and ask your questions - is 
a career in the Australian Defence Force for you? 
Find out more 
 

Victoria Police: Careers Information Session 
October 28, 2024 
We are hosting an exclusive Careers Information Session for members of the community who 
are interested in a career with Victoria Police. 
Come along and learn more about the recruitment process, training at the Police Academy, 
general duties policing, career pathways, specialty units and more. 
You will also have the opportunity to speak with; 

• Police Officers 
• Protective Services Officers (PSO) 
• Police Custody Officers (PCO) 

https://www.melbournepolytechnic.edu.au/information-sessions/
https://www.adfcareers.gov.au/events/events-detail/1jh00s7


• Victorian Public Servants (VPS) 
This is a unique opportunity to observe the exciting world of policing. Members of the public 
are not usually granted access to the VPC, so get excited about this chance and grab a ticket. 
Find out more 
 

Melbourne Polytechnic Hospitality Information Session 
October 29, 2024 
Choosing a brand-new career path, knowing where to upgrade your skills or how to start 
doesn't need to be a decision you make alone. 
Hosted by teachers who can answer questions and offer advice on your chosen field, our 
information sessions help you make an informed decision around your study and career 
options. 
Find out more about the following course(s) at Melbourne Polytechnic: 

• Certificate III in Commercial Cookery - Non-apprenticeship 
• Certificate III in Patisserie 
• Certificate IV in Kitchen Management 
• Certificate III in Hospitality 
• Certificate IV in Hospitality 
• Diploma of Hospitality Management 

Find out more 
 

Melbourne Polytechnic Information Technology Online Sessions 
October 29, 2024 
October 31, 2024 
Choosing a brand-new career path, knowing where to upgrade your skills or how to start 
doesn't need to be a decision you make alone. 
Hosted by teachers who can answer questions and offer advice on your chosen field, our 
information sessions help you make an informed decision around your study and career 
options. 
Find out more about the following course(s) at Melbourne Polytechnic: 

• Certificate III in Information Technology 
Find out more 
 

La Trobe Change of Preference Fest 
December 12, 2024 
We know getting your ATAR results can be a big moment, so La Trobe is hosting the Change 
of Preference Fest to give you the support and advice you need, no matter what your results 
are. 
Here’s what you can expect: 

• Course advice and pathways: Chat with our course advisors about your options and 
explore alternative pathways if your results aren’t what you expected. We’ll help you 
figure out what’s best for you. 

• Food, fun and giveaways: To keep things relaxed, we’ve got free food, live music, 
and exciting giveaways. 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/victoria-police-careers-information-session-victoria-police-centre-vpc-tickets-952365008377?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.melbournepolytechnic.edu.au/information-sessions/
https://www.melbournepolytechnic.edu.au/information-sessions/?dates=all


Whether you’re thrilled with your results or need a bit of guidance, we’ve got your back. This 
is your chance to get all the info you need to make the best decision for your future. 
Find out more 
 

Deakin Change of Preference Advice 
December 13, 2024 
Whether you need general uni information, pathway options or reassurance about your course 
choices, don't miss the opportunity to get personalised advice at our Change of Preference 
events. 

• Get personalised one-on-one study, course and pathway advice 
• Chat with expert Deakin staff and current students 
• Discover course and pathway options at the course information expo 
• Join a student-led campus and accommodation tour 
• Explore our world-class facilities and learning spaces 
• Learn about student support and life at Deakin 

Find out more 
 
 

Study & Other Opportunities: 
 

Study Abroad & Exchange Programs - Victorian Universities  
Students who choose to take up an opportunity to do some of their university study 
overseas get the opportunity to immerse themselves in another culture, study at an 
overseas university, and really get to engage with students and lecturers at those 
institutions.   
 
A bonus of many study-abroad programs is that students get to study for one or two 
semesters at these overseas partner institutions and earn credit towards their degrees. 
 
Find out more about the Study Abroad programs offered, by browsing the following links: 
 
Australian Catholic University 
 

Study overseas - ACU  

Deakin University 
 

Study abroad - Deakin  

Federation University 
 

Study abroad - Federation University Australia 

La Trobe University 
 

Studying overseas - La Trobe University  

Monash University 
 

Monash Abroad - Study Abroad 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/change-of-preference-fest-tickets-1029360463857
https://www.deakin.edu.au/student-life-and-services/events/change-of-preference-events
https://www.acu.edu.au/study-at-acu/study-overseas
https://www.deakin.edu.au/students/study-support/study-abroad
https://federation.edu.au/international/education-partnerships/study-abroad
https://www.latrobe.edu.au/students/opportunities/exchange
https://www.monash.edu/study-abroad


RMIT University 
 

Global experiences - RMIT University  

Swinburne University 
 

Study Abroad & Exchange - Swinburne  

University of Melbourne 
 

Study overseas - The University of Melbourne 
 

Victoria University 
 

Study overseas - Victoria University  

 
Higher apprenticeships: Not just for trades  
When people hear the word “apprenticeship,” they often think of trades like plumbing, 
carpentry, or electrical work. But higher and degree apprenticeships are changing that 
perception, offering opportunities in a wide range of industries, from healthcare to IT. These 
programs combine work experience with formal education, allowing you to earn 
qualifications that can range from diplomas to full degrees while gaining practical skills in 
the workplace. 
Let’s explore what makes higher and degree apprenticeships unique and how they can help 
you jump-start your career. 
 
What are higher apprenticeships? 
Higher apprenticeships are structured learning programs that combine part-time work with 
part-time study, allowing you to immediately apply what you learn in the classroom to your 
role in the workplace. Think of them as an advanced version of the traditional trade 
apprenticeship, but instead of learning a hands-on trade like plumbing or carpentry, you’re 
acquiring skills in professional fields such as IT, finance, business, and even healthcare. 
What makes higher apprenticeships so appealing is the blend of real-world experience and 
academic learning. You’re not just sitting in a lecture hall or classroom—you’re out in the 
field, building practical skills and making connections in your chosen industry. By the time 
you finish, you’ll have earned a qualification (such as a diploma or bachelor’s degree), gained 
significant work experience, and likely developed a network of industry contacts. 
 
Why choose a higher apprenticeship? 
Higher apprenticeships are an attractive option for many reasons, especially for those who 
want to enter professional fields without committing to a full-time university degree straight 
away. Here are some key benefits: 
 
Earn while you learn 
Just like a trade apprenticeship, you’ll be paid for your work, which means you won’t have to 
worry as much about tuition fees or living expenses. 
 
Immediate skill application 
One of the biggest advantages of a higher apprenticeship is the ability to put your learning 
into practice immediately. Unlike a university degree, where you might wait until the final 
year for a work placement, higher apprenticeships allow you to apply what you’ve learnt 
from day one. 
 
 

https://www.rmit.edu.au/students/careers-opportunities/global-experiences
https://www.swinburne.edu.au/life-at-swinburne/study-abroad-exchange/
https://students.unimelb.edu.au/your-course/study-overseas
https://www.vu.edu.au/current-students/careers-opportunities/study-overseas
https://studyworkgrow.com/higher-apprenticeships-not-just-for-trades/


Career exploration 
Higher apprenticeships give you a chance to ‘test the waters’ in a professional field without 
making a long-term commitment to university. You can gain experience and decide if this is 
the right career for you while still earning qualifications. 
 
No degree required 
In many professional fields, particularly IT and business, a formal degree isn’t always 
necessary. Many employers are more interested in your skills and practical experience, which 
makes higher apprenticeships an excellent pathway into these industries. For example, many 
software developers are self-taught or learn on the job, and a higher apprenticeship allows 
you to follow this route while gaining both credentials and experience. 
 
How do higher apprenticeships work? 
Higher apprenticeships are designed to balance work and study, but the exact structure can 
vary depending on the industry, employer, and qualification level. Typically, you’ll spend 
part of your week working at a company and the other part attending classes or studying. 
These programs can last anywhere from one to six years, depending on the level of 
qualification. You could complete a diploma within one to two years or work towards a full 
bachelor’s degree in three to four years. The duration of the apprenticeship depends on the 
intensity of the course and how much time you’re spending in the workplace versus the 
classroom. 
One common concern is whether an apprenticeship will take longer than a traditional 
university pathway. In many cases, the timeline is comparable, especially when you consider 
that you’re gaining real work experience throughout the course. Even if the program takes 
slightly longer, you’ll finish with practical skills, industry connections, and likely a job offer 
waiting for you. 
 
Finding a higher apprenticeship 
Finding the right higher apprenticeship involves some research, just like applying for a job or 
university program. Here are a few steps to help you get started: 
 
Check apprenticeship platforms 
Websites like Australian Apprenticeships and UCAS offer detailed listings of available 
higher apprenticeships across various industries. You can filter by location, industry, and 
qualification level to find the right fit for you. 
 
University and employer partnerships 
Many universities and employers partner to offer degree apprenticeships. Check with your 
preferred university or potential employers to see if they offer programs in your field of 
interest. 
 
Industry-specific job boards 
Many industries, particularly IT and business, have job boards where companies post 
apprenticeship opportunities. Check these resources to find openings that match your 
interests. 
 
Talk to a career advisor 
If you’re unsure where to start, a career advisor can help guide you through the process, 
recommend programs, and connect you with resources to find an apprenticeship that fits your 
goals. 

https://www.apprenticeships.gov.au/
https://www.ucas.com/apprenticeships


 
Key industries offering higher apprenticeships 
Higher apprenticeships are expanding across a range of industries. Here’s a closer look at 
how they’re shaping up in key sectors: 
 
Computing and IT 
IT is a perfect field for higher apprenticeships, as the industry often values practical skills 
over formal degrees. In a higher apprenticeship, you might work in software development, 
cybersecurity, or data analysis while studying for a diploma or degree in IT. You’ll gain 
hands-on experience with coding, troubleshooting, and network management. 
What it looks like: Apprentices in IT often start in support roles, gradually working their 
way up to more technical positions. Your work might involve managing systems, testing 
software, or even helping to design apps, while your academic study covers programming 
languages and IT infrastructure. 
 
Business and management 
In business and management, apprenticeships can span roles like project management, human 
resources, or operations. Higher apprenticeships allow you to work in various departments, 
gaining practical skills while earning a diploma or degree in business. 
What it looks like: You might rotate through different areas of a company, learning the ins 
and outs of business operations, strategy, and management. Your coursework will likely 
include subjects such as economics, finance, and leadership. 
 
Finance and accounting 
Higher apprenticeships in finance and accounting provide the chance to work as an 
apprentice accountant, bookkeeper, or financial analyst while working towards a qualification 
in finance. These apprenticeships are ideal for those who enjoy working with numbers and 
data. 
What it looks like: Apprentices might start in junior accounting roles, gaining experience in 
managing budgets, processing payroll, and auditing financial records. Your academic 
coursework will cover subjects like financial reporting, tax, and business law. 
 
Engineering 
Engineering apprenticeships provide opportunities in fields like civil, mechanical, or 
electrical engineering. These apprenticeships combine technical study with real-world 
problem-solving, giving you a hands-on approach to engineering projects. 
What it looks like: Your work will likely involve design, testing, or maintaining 
infrastructure and equipment, while your coursework covers advanced mathematics, physics, 
and engineering principles. 
 
Healthcare 
Healthcare apprenticeships offer paths into nursing, healthcare administration, and even allied 
health professions. These apprenticeships allow you to work in clinical settings while 
studying for qualifications like a diploma in nursing or healthcare support. 
What it looks like: You’ll work under the supervision of experienced healthcare 
professionals, providing patient care, managing records, or assisting with procedures. Your 
academic studies will focus on medical terminology, ethics, and healthcare systems. 
 
 
 



Law 
Law apprenticeships offer an alternative to the traditional university law degree pathway. 
They provide hands-on experience working in a law firm while studying for qualifications 
that could lead to becoming a solicitor or legal executive. 
What it looks like: You might start by assisting solicitors, preparing documents, or 
conducting legal research. Over time, your responsibilities will grow as you work towards 
becoming fully qualified. 
 
The future of higher apprenticeships 
Higher apprenticeships are gaining momentum worldwide, with programs popping up in 
fields that traditionally required degrees. For instance, in the UK, Multiverse has partnered 
with companies to train employees in software engineering, while PwC’s Higher 
Apprenticeship Program in Australia is offering pathways in accounting and finance. In the 
US, campaigns are underway to promote apprenticeships for hard-to-fill tech roles like app 
developers and data analysts. 
The bottom line is that higher apprenticeships are here to stay, offering a practical, flexible 
route into professional careers. Whether you’re interested in IT, business, healthcare, or law, 
higher apprenticeships give you the chance to earn while you learn, gain valuable experience, 
and step straight into a career after graduation. 
Want to learn more about your different study and pathway options? Check out heaps of 
other blogs and resources on our website here. 
 
 

How a gap year can supercharge your resume and life skills  
For many students, the final year of high school can feel like a race to the finish line, with 
university or career plans immediately on the horizon. However, it’s OK to take a step back 
and take a gap year too – in fact, it could be one of the most impactful choices you make. Far 
from being “time off,” a gap year is a chance to gain valuable experiences, skills, and insights 
that can set you up for future success. Here’s how taking a gap year can help supercharge 
your resume and life skills, making you stand out in both the professional world and beyond. 
 
Gain real-world experience 
During a gap year, you have the opportunity to intern, volunteer, or work in fields that 
interest you. This hands-on experience can: 

• Help you decide on a future study or career path 
• Provide valuable skills that employers love (and the experiences and accomplishments 

to back them up) 
• Give you an edge in applications 

For example, if you’re interested in teaching, you could volunteer with an educational 
organisation and teach English overseas. If you see yourself working in healthcare, 
shadowing a medical professional or volunteering in a healthcare setting can give you insight 
into that field. This real-life experience demonstrates to future employers or admissions 
officers that you’re proactive and committed to your career path. 
 
Develop independence and self-reliance 
Whether you’re travelling, working, or volunteering, a gap year forces you to: 

• Manage your time and finances 
• Make important decisions 

https://www.multiverse.io/en-GB/individuals/programmes
https://jobs-au.pwc.com/au/en/higher-apprenticeship
https://jobs-au.pwc.com/au/en/higher-apprenticeship
https://careers.jpmorgan.com/us/en/students/programs/technology-degree-apprenticeship
https://studyworkgrow.com/study/
https://studyworkgrow.com/how-a-gap-year-can-supercharge-your-resume-and-life-skills/
https://studyworkgrow.com/category/grow/volunteering/


• Solve problems on your own 
• Adapt to new situations and cultures 

These skills are crucial for success in further study and beyond, and can all work together to 
help you gain clarity about your next steps and future direction. 
 
Boost your global awareness 
Travelling, working, or volunteering abroad during your gap year could expand your world-
view and builds cross-cultural understanding: 

• Improve or gain language skills 
• Build your understanding of global issues 
• Make you more adaptable and open-minded 
• Learn cultural sensitivity 

In our interconnected world, employers and universities (particularly those with international 
operations) value candidates who have these qualities. 
 
Enhance your soft skills 
A gap year provides countless opportunities to really work on and gain essential core skills 
such as: 

• Communication 
• Problem-solving 
• Teamwork 
• Leadership 
• Time management 

These skills are often just as important as academic knowledge in the job market. It’s also 
handy to have examples to use during interviews or applications that highlight these 
impressive skills. 
 
Stand out from the crowd 
A well-planned gap year can make your university application or resume unique. It shows: 

• Initiative 
• Maturity 
• A willingness to step out of your comfort zone 
• The perseverance to learn and adapt 

These qualities could really set you apart from other applicants and improve your chances of 
successfully landing a place or position. 
 
Expand your network beyond the classroom 
During your gap year, you’ll meet heaps of new people without even trying. Depending on 
what you choose to do, they could be: 

• Fellow travellers 
• Mentors 
• Industry professionals 
• Community leaders 

These connections can be valuable for networking in the future. For example, a professional 
contact from a gap year internship could help you land a job after graduation, or a friend you 
met volunteering abroad might provide a reference for a scholarship. Expanding your 

https://www.myskillsfuture.gov.sg/content/portal/en/career-resources/career-resources/education-career-personal-development/2022_Critical_Core_Skills.html
https://studyworkgrow.com/find-scholarships/


network through meaningful experiences can open doors that you may not have access to 
otherwise. 
 
Recharge and refocus 
Simply taking a break from formal education could help you: 

• Avoid burnout 
• Discover new passions 
• Return to school with renewed enthusiasm and focus 

Learning how to balance your life and all your commitments is a valuable skill in itself – and 
prioritising your mental health and wellbeing is always important. 
 
Final thoughts 
Taking a gap year can be a life-changing experience that propels you forward, both 
personally and professionally. While it might feel like you’re stepping off the traditional path, 
the skills, experiences, and clarity you gain can set you far ahead of your peers. 
Just remember, the key to a successful gap year is having a plan. Research your options, set 
goals, and make the most of this unique opportunity to supercharge your resume and life 
skills. 
Find more information about gap years on our website here. Still unsure? Take the gap year 
quiz to help you decide if a gap year is right for you. 
 

 
Jobs & Skills for Work: 
How to become a Lecturer  
Lecturers are specialists who teach tertiary level students at universities and private 
providers. They have deep knowledge in their academic field and often conduct research 
alongside their teaching duties. 
If you’re passionate about a specific subject area, enjoy sharing knowledge, and want to 
contribute to important research, a career as a lecturer could be perfect for you. 
 
What skills do I need as a lecturer? 

• Excellent communication and presentation skills 
• In-depth knowledge of your subject area 
• Strong research and analytical abilities 
• Time management and organisational skills 
• Adaptability and flexibility 
• Patience and empathy 
• Critical thinking and problem-solving skills 
• Ability to work independently and as part of a team 

 
What does the job involve? 

• Preparing and delivering lectures, seminars, and tutorials 
• Designing and marking assessments 
• Conducting research and publishing academic papers 
• Supervising undergraduate and postgraduate students 

https://studyworkgrow.com/3-tips-to-find-life-balance-as-a-student/
https://studyworkgrow.com/gap-years/
https://studyworkgrow.com/how-to-become-a-lecturer/


• Attending academic conferences and presenting research 
• Participating in departmental meetings and committees 
• Applying for research grants and funding 
• Keeping up-to-date with developments in your field 

 
What industries do lecturers typically work in? 

• Education & Training 
• Research & Development 
• Government 

 
What Career Cluster do lecturers belong to? 
Lecturers are dedicated to sharing knowledge and fostering intellectual growth, so they make 
excellent Informers. 
 
What kind of lifestyle can I expect? 
As a lecturer, you’ll typically work in university campuses, lecture halls, and research 
facilities. The job often offers a mix of teaching, research, and administrative duties. Remote 
work is also possible thanks to the rise of online learning. 
You can expect to earn an above-average salary throughout your career, with opportunities 
for progression to senior academic and research positions. 
Most lecturers work full-time, with busier periods around exam times and research deadlines. 
Work-life balance can vary, but many appreciate the autonomy and flexibility in managing 
their workload. 
 
How to become a lecturer 
Becoming a lecturer requires a significant investment in education and research. Here are the 
typical steps: 

1. Complete a bachelor’s degree in your chosen field with strong academic performance. 
2. Pursue a master’s degree, often with a research component. 
3. Complete a PhD or equivalent doctoral degree in your specialisation. 
4. Gain teaching experience through tutoring or as a teaching assistant during your 

studies. 
5. Build a research profile by publishing papers and presenting at conferences. 
6. Apply for postdoctoral positions or entry-level lecturing roles. 
7. Continue to publish research and seek funding throughout your career. 

Many lecturers also engage in professional development to enhance their teaching skills and 
stay current in their field. 
 
What can I do right now to work towards this career? 
If you’re in high school and you’d like to find out if a career as a lecturer is right for you, 
here are a few things you could do right now: 

• Start thinking about which area you’re passionate about – you’ll be spending many 
years studying, researching, and teaching this subject, so it needs to be something you 
care about a lot. 

• See if you can find work experience in education. This will help you see if you might 
enjoy the work, and can help you start building important contacts for the future. 



• Talk to a lecturer to see what a day in their life is like. If you don’t know anyone, see 
if you can watch videos or documentaries about a career as a lecturer. 

 
Where can I find more information? 
You can read more information about careers in academia here: 

• Universities Australia 
• Universities New Zealand – Te Pōkai Tara 
• Advance HE (UK) 
• American Association of University Professors 
• Canadian Association of University Teachers 
• European University Association 

Similar careers to lecturer 
• Teacher 
• Researcher 
• Intelligence Officer 
• Educational Consultant 
• Instructional Designer 
• Librarian 
• Policy Analyst 
• Public Servant 

Find out more about alternative careers on our Job Spotlights page. 
 

7 great behind-the-scenes jobs for Coordinators  
Coordinators are the unsung heroes who keep our world running smoothly. They’re the 
masters of organisation, planning, and execution, often working behind-the-scenes to ensure 
everything goes according to plan. If you have a knack for keeping things in order and enjoy 
seeing complex projects come together, a career as a Coordinator might be perfect for you. 
Let’s explore 7 exciting behind-the-scenes jobs where Coordinators can thrive. 
 
Event planner 
As an event planner, you’ll be the mastermind behind everything from corporate conferences 
to weddings. This role requires: 

• Exceptional organisational skills 
• Attention to detail 
• Ability to multitask and work under pressure 
• Strong communication and negotiation skills 

You’ll coordinate with vendors, manage budgets, and ensure every aspect of an event runs 
smoothly. It’s a fast-paced job that offers variety and the satisfaction of seeing your hard 
work come to life in spectacular events. 
 
Film production coordinator 
In the world of film and TV, production coordinators are essential for keeping projects on 
track. You’ll be responsible for: 

• Managing schedules for cast and crew 
• Coordinating logistics for shoots 
• Handling paperwork and contracts 

https://universitiesaustralia.edu.au/
https://www.universitiesnz.ac.nz/about-universities-new-zealand
https://www.advance-he.ac.uk/
https://www.aaup.org/
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https://studyworkgrow.com/category/work/job-spotlights/
https://studyworkgrow.com/7-great-behind-the-scenes-jobs-for-coordinators/
https://thecareerclusters.com/the-coordinators/


• Assisting with budget management 
This role offers a chance to be part of the exciting entertainment industry, working on diverse 
projects and collaborating with creative professionals. 
 
Supply chain manager 
Supply chain managers ensure that products move efficiently from manufacturers to 
consumers. In this role, you’ll: 

• Coordinate with suppliers, manufacturers, and retailers 
• Optimise inventory levels and shipping routes 
• Manage logistics and transportation 
• Implement and oversee quality control measures 

This job is perfect for Coordinators who love solving complex puzzles and have a head for 
numbers and strategy. 
 
Clinical research coordinator 
In the healthcare field, clinical research coordinators play a crucial role in advancing medical 
knowledge. You’ll be responsible for: 

• Managing the day-to-day operations of clinical trials 
• Recruiting and screening study participants 
• Ensuring compliance with protocols and regulations 
• Collecting and managing data 

This career offers the opportunity to contribute to important medical research while utilising 
your organisational and interpersonal skills. 
 
Museum exhibitions coordinator 
For Coordinators with a passion for art, history, or science, working as a museum exhibitions 
coordinator can be incredibly rewarding. In this role, you’ll: 

• Plan and organise exhibitions 
• Coordinate with curators, artists, and other museums 
• Manage logistics for artwork transportation and installation 
• Oversee budgets and timelines 

This job allows you to work with fascinating artifacts and artworks while ensuring that 
exhibitions are presented beautifully and run smoothly. 
 
Sports team operations manager 
Behind every successful sports team is a skilled operations manager keeping things running 
smoothly. In this role, you’ll: 

• Coordinate team travel and accommodations 
• Manage equipment and facilities 
• Organise training camps and special events 
• Liaise between players, coaches, and management 

This job is perfect for sports enthusiasts who want to be part of a team’s success without 
being on the field. 
 
 
 
 
 



Sustainability program coordinator 
As sustainability becomes increasingly important, organisations need skilled Coordinators to 
manage their environmental initiatives. In this role, you’ll: 

• Develop and implement sustainability programs 
• Coordinate with different departments to reduce environmental impact 
• Manage data collection and reporting on sustainability metrics 
• Organise awareness campaigns and training sessions 

This career allows you to make a positive impact on the environment while utilising your 
organisational and communication skills. 
 
Which one sounds best to you? 
These behind-the-scenes jobs represent just a fraction of the exciting opportunities available 
to Coordinators. Whether you’re drawn to the glitz and glamour of event planning, the 
precision of supply chain management, or the satisfaction of contributing to important 
research, there’s likely a Coordinator role that aligns with your interests and skills. 
As a Coordinator, your ability to keep things organised, manage multiple tasks, and ensure 
smooth operations will always be in demand. To prepare for these careers, focus on 
developing your organisational skills, learn to use project management tools, and practice 
clear communication. Remember, attention to detail and the ability to see the big picture are 
key traits that will help you excel in any role. 
 
Find out more about the world of work 
Keen to explore more careers? You can read heaps of other blogs on our website here. 
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